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INTRODUCTION 

 
     The John Patrick Farrelly Papers, 1826-1927, are centered around John Patrick 
Farrelly, 1856-1921, who was Spiritual Director of the North American College in Rome, 
Italy, and later was appointed Bishop of Cleveland, Ohio.  
     The materials in this finding aid measure 1.36 linear feet. There are no restrictions on 
the materials.  Single photocopies of unpublished writings in the John Patrick Farrelly 
Papers may be made for purposes of scholarly research. 
 

 
 

SCOPE AND CONTENT 
 
     John Patrick Farrelly  was a Roman Catholic priest (ordained 1880) who served as 
assistant priest at Nashville (Tenn.) Cathedral and chancellor, Nashville Diocese, 1882-
1887, as Spiritual Director of the American University of Rome, 1893-1909, and, as 
Bishop of Cleveland, Ohio, 1909-1921.    
     Included  in this collection of papers are accounts, correspondence, estate papers, land 
records, memorabilia, and speeches of Rev. John Patrick Farrelly and his mother, Martha 
Clay Farrelly. Land records trace the ownership of lot #39 in the original plan of 
Nashville, Tennessee. Also included in a folder of memorabilia is a stereograph of the 
Bosporus (Turkey) and four photographs of a cemetery, probably in Rome, Italy, in 
which the grave of Martha Clay Farrelly is located.  

 
 
 
 
 



BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH 
 

John Patrick Farrelly 
 

1856               March 15, born at Memphis, Tennessee, the son of John P. Farrelly,  
                       Nashville merchant and Martha Clay Farrelly. 
 
                       Educated in public school of Nashville, Tennessee. 
 
                       Moved to Little Rock, Arkansas and lived there until 12 years of age. 
 
ca. 1868          Moved to Kentucky where he was a student at Gethsemnae  
                        and later St.Mary’s College. 
 
                       Attended Georgetown University at Washington, D.C. 
 
1873               August. Entered Notre Dame de la Paix in Belgium and from there went to  
                       American College in Rome, Italy for further study and training. 
 
1880                Ordained a priest of the Roman Catholic Church. 
 
ca. 1880-1882  Traveled in Egypt and Holy Land. 
 
1882-1887        Served as assistant priest at the Cathedral in Nashville, Tennessee and  
                         Chancellor of the Nashville Diocese. 
 
1887-1909        Returned to Rome; from 1893 was Spiritual Director of the American  
                          College at Rome. 
 
1909                 May 1. Appointed Bishop of Cleveland, Ohio. Held this position until his  
                         death. 
 
1921                 February 12. Died in Knoxville, Tennessee of pneumonia. Buried in the  
                         vault under the High Alter of the Cathedral at Cleveland, Ohio. 
 
 
 



 
 

CONTAINER LIST 
 

Microfilm Roll # 1________________________________________________________ 
Box 1 
1.        Accounts – Bills, notes, receipts – Farrelly, John P., n.d. & 1888-1916 
2.        Accounts – Bills, notes, receipts – Farrelly, Mrs. M.C., 1877-1881 
3.        Accounts – Bills, notes, receipts – Farrelly, Mrs. M.C., 1882-1888 
4.        Accounts – Bills, notes, receipts – Farrelly, Mrs. M.C., 1889-1901 
5.        Correspondence – Incoming – Farrelly, John P. – Author unknown and Berry –  
           Davis  
6.        Correspondence – Incoming – Farrelly, John P. – Farrelly, Mrs. M.C., n.d. &  
           1865-1899 
7.        Correspondence – Incoming – Farrelly, John P. – Florence –  Howell  
8.        Correspondence – Incoming – Farrelly, John P. – Huffer – Spalding 
9.        Correspondence – Incoming – Farrelly, John P. – Tyne – Wiese 
 
Box 2 
Correspondence – Outgoing – Farrelly, John P. 
1.        n.d. & 1865 - 1873 
2.        1874 
3.        January 1875 - May, 1875 
4.        June, 1875 - September 1875 
5.        October 1875 - December 1875 
6.        1876 
7.        1877 
8.        1878 – 1879 
9.        1880 – 1881 
10.      1882 
 
Box 3 
1.        Correspondence – Outgoing – Farrelly, John P. – 1889-1904 
2.        Correspondence – Outgoing – Farrelly, John P. – 1905-1920 
3.        Correspondence – Incoming – Farrelly, Mrs. M.C. – Berry – Whiteworth 
4.        Correspondence – General – Author unknown & Cockrill – Tyne 
5.        Legal documents – Estate papers – Farrelly, John P., 1900-1927 
6.        Legal documents – Estate papers – Farrelly, Mrs. M.C., n.d. & 1896-1902 
7.        Legal documents – Estate papers – Harris family, 1882 
8.        Legal documents – Land records, 1827-1917 
9.        Memorabilia 
10.      Speeches 



NAME INDEX 
 

     This is a name index of the correspondence only in the John Patrick Farrelly Papers, 
together with the dates of the letters.  The figures in parentheses denote the number of 
letters, if more than one.  The last numbers refer to the box and folder in which the 
material is to be found. 
 
Correspondence – Incoming – Mrs. M.C. Farrelly 
 
Berry, Frances, 1900, 2-3 
Coleman, Fidelis, 1891, 2-3 
Howell, J.T., 1897, 2-3 
Huffer, Hattie M., 1900, 2-3 
Moore, James M., 1878, 2-3 
Nast, Ethel, 1901, 2-3 
P_______, M.P., 1909, 2-3 
Stewart, L., 1887, 2-3 
Vieis, Sallie R., 1875, 2-3 
Weakley, T.P. (5), 1877-1893, 2-3 
White, Louise S., n.d., 2-3 
Whitworth, James (2), 1875-1878, 2-3 
 
Correspondence – General 
 
Author unknown (2), 1921-1922, 2-4 
Cockrill, Goodloe to Thomas J. Tyne (2), 1916, 2-4 
Goodfellow, Hugh to Thomas J. Tyne (5), 1915-1916, 2-4 
Hogarty, W.P. to Sister Adelaide, 1921, 2-4 
Jones, J.C. to Ephraim H. Foster, 1826, 2-4 
Neville, G.A. to Thomas J. Tyne, 1915, 2-4 
Sciellen, W.A. to John B. Morris, 1922, 2-4 
Tyne, Thomas J. to Hugh Goodfellow (2), 1916, 2-4 
 
Correspondence – Incoming – John P. Farrelly 
 
Author unknown (4), n.d. & 1875-1890, 1-5 
Berry, Wm. n.d., 1-5 
Burns, Mrs. John, 1896, 1-5 
Burns, Robert J., 1916, 1-5 
Burns, Virginia M. (2), 1888, 1-5 
Carels, Joseph S., 1906, 1-5 
Carter, Margaret, n.d., 1-5 



Clark, George W., 1895, 1-5 
Clay, Amelia, 1909, 1-5 
Cockrill, Goodloe (6), 1914-1916, 1-5 
Colby, C.K., 1906, 1-5 
Davis, L.H., 1906, 1-5 
Farrelly, Ms. M.C. (24), n.d. & 1865-1899, 1-6 
Flounce, Mary E., 1901, 1-7 
Franklin, Mrs. Fannie, 1900, 1-7 
French, Stella, 1899, 1-7 
Glenn, J.S., 1916, 1-7 
Glockner, Marie G., 1898, 1-7 
Griffith, John R., 1893, 1-7 
Hale, W., 1896, 1-7 
Hartnett, H.H., 1920, 1-7 
Howell, J.T. (10), 1906-1907, 1-7 
Huffer, H.C. (2), 1900-1919, 1-8 
Huffer, H.M. (2), 1899, 1-8 
Laughlin, Jas. M., 1896, 1-8 
Lea, John M., 1902, 1-8 
Lipscomb, M. Gardner, 1900, 1-8 
M____, M.P.,  1870, 1-8 
Marr, M.R. (2), 1890-1894, 1-8 
Mercer, Alexander F., n.d., 1-8 
Modler, Henry, 1906, 1-8 
Moore, R.I. (2), 1895-1899, 1-8 
Munson, Pattie Gooch, n.d., 1-8 
Nast, Ethel, 1909, 1-8 
O’Connell, W.H. (2), 1896-1899, 1-8 
Pendleton, Fannie, 1896, 1-8 
Quigley, D.J. (2), n.d. & 1900, 1-8 
Quinn, Francis J., 1894, 1-8 
Seamore, Richard, 1892, 1-8 
Sebastian, Thomas, 1896, 1-8 
Sommerfeld, August, 1916, 1-8 
Spalding, Sam B., 1875, 1-8 
Tyne, Thomas J. (14), n.d. & 1906-1916, 1-9 
Weakley, S.P. (10), 1892-1910, 1-9 
White, Gordon, 1896, 1-9 
Wise, Leo, 1902, 1-9 
 
Correspondence – Outgoing – John P. Farrelly  
 
Farrelly John P.,  (191), n.d. & 1865-1920,  2-1, 2-10, 3-1, 3-2 
 


